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Rec. staff hired 
for the first 
time in psych, 
LTC, large 
institutions 

 

    1970’s 

Brock 
U 
offers 
TR 
under 
Rec for 
Sp. 
Pop. 

  1981 

1st 
TROLINE 

Standards 
of practice  

endorsed 

 

PRO/TRO 
hold joint 

conference  

 

1997 

U of 
Waterloo 

makes TR  
an area of 
concentra-
tion 

  

  1972 

 

Bengt 
Nirje 
develops 
principle 
of 
Normaliza
-tion 

 

1970-78 

 

Ontario Council on 
Therapeutic 
Recreation 
(OCTR) established 
as separate but 
associated group 
within Ontario 
Recreation Society 
(ORS)  

 

1979 

 

 

OCTR calls 
for a 
separation 
from ORS – 
defeated 

 

1985 

TR  & 
Corrections 
become a 
special 
interest 
group within 
ORS 

TR becomes 
official univ. 
option at U 
of Waterloo 

1991 

Registrati
on 

begins 

 

Brock U. 
offers 
Inclusive 
and TR 

 

  2002 

TRO 
members 

vote to 
create 

separate 
organization

 
Incorporated

in 

1999 

TRO  

OFFICE 

Opens 

 

2003 

1st TRO 
Research 
Annual  

 

U. of 
Waterloo 
initiates 

Hon. BA in 
TR 

 

2003 

 

1st TRO 
conference 

 

inTRO 
newsletter 

 

Code of 
Ethics 

 

  2000 

 

TRO 
membership  

grows to 
over 500 
members 

Members 

Vote for  

Ontario 
Cert. 

Model 

New  

website 

TRO develops 
partnership 
with Alberta 

TR 
Association 

2005 1st TR for 
Ont. 

Conference

Sunnybrook

1994 

International 
TR 

Symposium 
held in Toronto

Mohawk 
College begins 

TR stream 

 

1993 

 

Georgian 
College 

post 
diploma 
begins  

1983– 1st 
grads in  

 

1984 

Parks & 
Rec Ont. 

Formed TR 
– special 
interest 
group 

Niagara 
College 

begins TR 
diploma 

1995 

Canada’s 
Universal 
Health Care 
System 
initiated 
provincially. 
Each province 
has their own 
autonomy with 
how they 
allocate funds 
for health care.  

1960’s 

Initiation of 
degree 
programs in 
Recreation 
& Leisure 
studies at 
University 
of  
Waterloo 
and 
University 
of Ottawa.   

1968 

The Development of Therapeut cr on ntarioin Oeatiic Re




