
Research Glossary
of Terms

A Abstract
A brief summary of a research article, thesis, review, or any in-depth study.
It provides the main objectives, methods, results, and conclusions.

Analysis
The process of examining data to identify patterns, relationships, or trends.

Applied Research
Research aimed at solving practical problems rather than acquiring
knowledge for knowledge's sake.

Baseline
Initial data collected at the start of a study, used for comparison with
subsequent data.

Basic Research
Research studies conducted to understand phenomena or behaviours at an
abstract or theoretical level.

Bias
Systematic errors in data collection, analysis, or interpretation that can lead
to inaccurate results.

Case Study
An in-depth examination of an individual, group, event, or situation to
explore causation and find underlying principles.

Control Group
A group in an experiment that does not receive the intervention or
treatment, used as a comparison.
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Data
Information collected for analysis or used to make decisions, often presented
in numerical or qualitative forms.

Dependent Variable
The outcome or factor being measured in a study, which is affected by the
independent variable.

Ethics in Research
Guidelines to ensure the integrity, quality, and fairness of research, including
participant consent and confidentiality.

Experimental Design
A structured plan for conducting research to test hypotheses and analyze
outcomes.

Findings
The results or conclusions drawn from data analysis in a research study.

Focus Group
A small group discussion led by a facilitator to gather opinions, beliefs, or
attitudes on a topic.

Generalizability
The extent to which research findings can be applied to broader populations
or different contexts.

Hypothesis
A testable statement or prediction about the relationship between two or
more variables.

Independent Variable
The variable manipulated in a study to observe its effect on the dependent
variable.

Intervention
A specific action or treatment introduced in a study to observe its effects.
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Literature Review
A comprehensive overview of existing research and publications related to a
specific topic or question.

Methodology
The systematic plan or approach used to conduct research, including data
collection and analysis techniques.

Mixed Methods
A research approach combining both qualitative and quantitative methods.

Null Hypothesis
A hypothesis stating there is no effect or relationship between variables,
often tested to confirm or refute.

Observational Study
Research where the investigator observes and analyzes outcomes without
manipulating variables.

Outcome
The result or change measured in a study, often related to the dependent
variable.

Peer Review
A process where experts in the field evaluate research for quality and
validity before publication.

Population
The entire group from which a sample is drawn for a study.

Qualitative Research
Research focusing on non-numerical data to understand concepts, opinions,
or experiences.

Quantitative Research
Research involving numerical data to measure variables and analyze
relationships.
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Randomization
Assigning participants to groups by chance to minimize bias and ensure
comparable groups.

Reliability
The consistency of a measure or method across different occasions or
studies.

Research
Following a logical, objective, and systematic process to gain knowledge
about a topic

Sample
A subset of a population selected for a study to represent the whole.

Theoretical Framework
A structure guiding a study, based on existing theories related to the
research topic.

Triangulation
Using multiple methods or sources to validate research findings.

Validity
The extent to which a research tool or method measures what it claims to
measure.


